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Do you remember what was happening in your life in 1995?  Chances are 
you do.  The reason may be because that was the last time Pluto changed 
signs.  Pluto left Scorpio, the sign it rules, and entered Sagittarius for 
fourteen years.  On January 25, 2008, Pluto leaves Sagittarius and moves 
into Capricorn for the next sixteen years.   
 
Although astronomers at the International Astronomical Union declared 
Pluto a ‘dwarf planet’ after deciding it was too small to maintain it’s 
classification as a planet in the summer of 2006, astrologers know that 
‘little’ Pluto is the most powerful celestial being in our solar system.  This is 
because Pluto is the planet associated with the Soul and represents spiritual 
evolutionary growth for both individuals and the human collective.  So when 
Pluto changes signs, we can all expect powerful transformational changes to 
begin unfolding in our lives. 
 
Known as the planet associated with the process of ‘life, death and rebirth,’ 
Pluto always digs deep to reveal the hidden side of things.  Pluto wants to 
heal and evolve and to do so it must bring to the surface and into the light 
all the things that are false, corrupt, damaged, unhealthy, dying or just 
plain not working.   
 
In Sagittarius since 1995, the sign of man-made laws that underpin our 
judicial systems and religious beliefs, Pluto revealed that indeed American 
justice was not blind and that religions and their leaders don’t always tell 
the truth.   
 
Sagittarius also rules education and transportation and we have certainly 
seen evidence of their decay and dysfunction as Pluto moved through that 
sign.  Countless charter schools sprang up and home schooling increased 
dramatically in response to what was perceived as a failed public school 
system in our country.  Additionally, we became starkly aware of our aged 
and broken transportation infrastructure as we watched the I-35W bridge 
collapse into the Mississippi river in Minneapolis during rush hour this past 
August. 
 
So what kind of changes can we expect as Pluto transits Capricorn?  
Capricorn is the sign associated with responsibility and accountability, 
power and authority, governments and large corporations, CEO’s and 



political leaders and social structures and institutions.  As Pluto moves 
through Capricorn, we will see corruption and abuses of power revealed.  
We’ll see changes in leadership and governments by elections, coups, ‘falls 
from grace,’ or literally by death.  In fact, this astrologer believes that the 
recent assassination of Pakistan’s former Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto, is 
striking evidence that Pluto’s powerful influence of change affecting world 
leaders is already underway. 
 
Bhutto’s death, the subject of much current scrutiny due to alleged abuses 
of power and corruption within the military-backed Musharraf regime that 
opposed her in upcoming national elections, will ultimately contribute to 
the transformation of her country.  But it may also have wider geopolitical 
implications since Pakistan, a strategic U. S. ally in the war on terrorism, is 
a nation with nuclear weapons capability that has become increasingly and 
dangerously destabilized in recent months. 
 
In our Earthly time/space reality, everything operates through duality, so 
we must also focus on Capricorn’s opposite sign Cancer, for a complete 
understanding of the influence of Pluto’s current change of signs.   
 
Cancer has to do with achieving inner emotional security.  This means 
becoming aware of and detaching from all emotional dependencies on other 
people or outer things.  Mastery of the Cancer archetype occurs through 
embracing its Capricorn polarity and learning to take responsibility for our 
own well-being, not expecting others to do this for us.  It teaches us not to 
project our needs onto others with the expectation that they’ll meet those 
needs for us.  In other words, it means growing up.   
 
Not surprisingly, the Cancer/Capricorn axis represents the overall social 
maturation process.  Internally, we become emotionally secure; externally, 
we become socially mature.  We learn to pull our own weight as a 
responsible member of society and contribute to the collective through 
right work – our careers.  A lot of people with Sun or Ascendant in Cancer or 
Capricorn, or those who have natal Pluto in their 10th house of career, will 
experience changes in their work and career paths over the coming years as 
Pluto transits the sign of Capricorn. 
 
Another important astrological insight explains why we are likely to 
experience changes that affect us not only as individuals, but also 
collectively on a national and global level.  Capricorn is one of four 
‘cardinal’ signs, along with Aries, Cancer and Libra.  The four cardinal signs 
correlate to the four cardinal directions: East, West, North and South.  
Altogether, these four signs comprise what astrologers call the ‘world 
cross.’  Whenever planets move across (conjunct) 0 degrees of any cardinal 
sign, world events are triggered and often manifest on a global scale 
affecting everyone on the planet.     



 
Because Pluto moves so slowly (total orbit around the Sun takes 248 years) 
and because of retrograde motion (appearing to move backward through the 
zodiac), Pluto will take most of 2008 to completely transition into 
Capricorn.  Following is a list of dates that show Pluto’s back and forth 
movement over the coming year that coincides with its total transition from 
Sagittarius into Capricorn. 
 
 

January 25th - Pluto first enters Capricorn  
April 2nd - Pluto turns retrograde at 1 degree Capricorn  
June 13th - Retrograde Pluto re-enters Sagittarius  
September 9th - Pluto turns direct (forward) at 28 degrees Sagittarius 
November 27th - Pluto re-enters Capricorn until 2024 

 
 

This back and forth transition into Capricorn means that Pluto will actually 
conjunct 0 degrees of Capricorn THREE TIMES:  on January 25th, June 13th 
and November 27th.  The point to understand here is that Pluto’s influence 
and impact on the world cross that triggers global events will last 
throughout the entirety of 2008 and is particularly emphasized around the 
time of the dates of the three conjunctions.  LOTS of changes are coming; 
we can expect that our world will look very different a year from now! 
 
A look back at the last time Pluto transited Capricorn, from 1762 to 1778, is 
instructive.  A new nation was being born as millions of Europeans, hoping 
to escape religious and political oppression, had begun colonizing America.  
Eventually, a small political movement led to a big revolution that 
culminated in a complete break from the world’s most powerful country and 
its monarchy.  Sound familiar?   
 
The U. S. is a Cancer nation whose natal Pluto is in Capricorn.  We also have 
Mercury (retrograde), Sun, Jupiter and Venus in Cancer.  The exact birth 
time of the U.S. chart has long been disputed so it’s difficult to know for 
certain what houses our Pluto and Cancer planets fall in.  But to be certain, 
our nation will most definitely feel the power of Pluto’s initial entry into 
Capricorn and its eventual opposition to our Cancer planets over the next 
decade.  We’re already feeling this influence in our housing market 
meltdown (Cancer rules homes) and in border security issues (Capricorn 
rules boundaries)!  Can you say ‘homeland security?’  And as Pluto nears the 
end of its sixteen year passage through Capricorn, America will experience 
our first ever Pluto return when it reaches 27 degrees Capricorn in 2022-
2023.   
 
Another very important global issue ruled by Capricorn is our natural 
resources.  Capricorn rules limitation.  So as Pluto transits Capricorn, 
humanity will be forced to come to terms with our unbridled use, misuse 



and abuse of the earth’s finite natural resources.  We’ll have to become 
better stewards of our planet out of necessity.  As Al Gore has advised for 
decades, we should begin NOW.   
 
On an individual level, we’ll feel the effects of Pluto through the areas of 
life ruled by the house where Capricorn falls in our natal charts.  Combining 
Pluto’s own meaning of transformation and spiritual evolutionary growth 
intentions with the archetypal meanings associated with its house and sign 
positions in an individual natal chart will offer insights as to how Pluto’s 
transit through Capricorn will affect individuals personally.   
 
So get ready for personal, national and global changes that require greater 
individual and collective accountability especially regarding the power of 
authority and use of natural resources.  Pluto in Capricorn will demand that 
we take full responsibility for what we’ve created, remind us that we 
always have a choice, and teach us to make more appropriate choices so we 
can move forward and evolve –- together. 
 
Infinite Blessings,  
Donna  
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